Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, BC 20515

November 15, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

We write in support of a wilderness designation for the Coastal Plain of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge as part of the Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the
Refuge that was released in August. We, the undersigned Members of the United States
Congress, urge you to choose Alternative C and to recommend Wilderness designation
for the iconic, unparalleled Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge was set aside fifty years ago for its “unique wildlife,
wilderness, and recreational values.” This unparalleled landscape, and particularly its
Coastal Plain, is truly one of America’s greatest wild places. It is home to polar bears,
grizzly bears, muskoxen, more than one hundred thousand caribou, and hundreds of
thousands of birds that gather each year from around the globe. Every year, birds that
begin their lives on the Coastal Plain migrate to all 50 states and across six continents
before heading back to the Arctic.

The Gwich’in people who have lived in this region for thousands of years rely on the
Porcupine caribou herd, whose calving and nursery grounds are in the Arctic Refuge’s
Coastal Plain. More than 1,000 scientists wrote to Congress a few years ago to affirm
that oil development would threaten this herd. In their letter, they wrote “Simply put,
development of the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge would likely have significant
detrimental effects on this international herd. These findings were supported in the
National Academies of Science in their 2003 report, ‘The Cumulative Environmental
Effects of Oil And Gas Activities on Alaska’s North Slope.”” Oil and gas leasing,
exploration, development, and production, including seismic activity, support
infrastructure or any geological surveys are entirely incompatible with the purposes of the
Refuge, and would permanently harm the values for which the Arctic Refuge was
established.

The Coastal Plain is the biological heart of the Refuge. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service calls the coastal plain the “center for wildlife activity” in the Refuge. Allowing
drilling in the Arctic Refuge would irreparably disrupt this important ecosystem and
forever destroy one of our last great wild places.
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The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is a pristine landscape with values unlike any other
public lands in our nation. Its wilderness, ecological integrity, wildlife, recreational
opportunities, and Alaska Native cultural and subsistence values are unmatched.
Therefore, we urge to you to adopt Alternative C in the Draft Comprehensive
Conservation Plan for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and to recommend designating
the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge as Wilderness.
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