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Thank you.  
 
More than one year has passed since BP’s blown out well finally stopped spewing oil into the 
Gulf of Mexico. But Congress has still not enacted a single legislative reform in response to the 
worst environmental disaster in American history.  
 
And what has been the reason for this delay? The Republican Majority has blocked all legislative 
action because they said that they wanted to wait until all the facts were in before taking action to 
respond to the spill.  
 
Well, we have now heard from the independent BP Spill Commission. We have seen the forensic 
examination of the blowout preventer. And the government’s Joint Investigation Team has now 
issued its findings and recommendations.  
 
The facts are in. And it is well past time for this Committee and this Congress to enact 
comprehensive legislation to ensure that we prevent a similar disaster in the future. 
 
The government’s investigation reached many of the same conclusions as the independent BP 
Spill Commission. The report says that this disaster was preventable, not inevitable. It says that 
corners were cut, bad decisions were made, and that stronger safety standards and more emphasis 
on worker training could have helped prevent this disaster. 
 
Today we have before us the government investigators who looked long and hard into this 
disaster. We will also hear from representatives of the oil companies responsible for the spill.  
 
While it is good that this Committee is finally hearing from some of the companies involved in 
this disaster, I feel compelled to note that the Minority was not notified that these additional 
witnesses would testify until late on Tuesday, less than two days before this hearing. The 
testimony of the oil company representatives was not made available until yesterday afternoon.  
 
I am worried that the effect of this process could be to shield these companies from proper 
scrutiny or hamper the ability of Members and staff to fully review and analyze the companies’ 
testimony.  It has also prevented Democrats from being able to exercise our rights to call 
Minority witnesses.   For this reason, a Majority of the Democratic Members of the Committee 
have signed a letter to you, Mr. Chairman, exercising our rights, pursuant to Rule XI of the 
House, to call witnesses to testify at a second day of hearings on this subject.   
 
However, regardless of how we arrived here today, there will be many questions at this hearing. 
And after today, we should have the answers we need to finally move forward with 
comprehensive reform. 
 



It is time to hold these companies fully accountable for this spill. In fact, late yesterday the 
Interior Department officially issued seven violations of federal regulations against BP, and four 
apiece against Halliburton and Transocean. Unfortunately, even in a worst-case scenario for BP, 
these violations, that resulted in the nearly five million barrels of oil spilling into the Gulf, would 
cost the company a total of $21 million.  
 
Considering what we know about what caused this disaster, BP should stand for Bigger 
Penalties.  
 
BP is on pace to make more than $25 billion this year. $21 million represents a little over 7 hours 
of profits for this oil giant. That fine obviously does not even begin to approach the amount 
needed to be a deterrent against a repeat of this tragedy. That fine is nothing more than a slap on 
the wrist.  
 
And Transocean has already announced that it plans to appeal the fines. It seems that once again 
Transocean is trying to transfer blame.  
 
We need to ensure that there are sufficient financial incentives in place to deter oil companies 
from cutting corners. We need to enact legislation to dramatically increase civil penalties for oil 
companies who violate federal regulations and increase the liability cap for companies 
responsible for a spill, as the Democratic spill response bill would do. We need to hold these 
companies responsible for their actions.  
 
And we need to ensure that the agencies here today are working to implement the safety reforms 
recommended by the Joint Investigation Team. After this hearing, I hope the Republican 
Majority will end their push to revert to the same speed-over-safety mentality that led to this 
disaster, and join Democrats in pushing for real reforms to protect the economy and the 
environment of the Gulf.  
 
 
 


