Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

September 7, 2011

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to commend former Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke for his July 19"
certification to you that Iceland’s commercial whaling and international trade in fin whale
products are diminishing the effectiveness of the International Whaling Commission (IWC). In
his letter to you, Secretary Locke determined, “Iceland’s actions threaten the conservation status
of fin whales, an endangered species, and undermine multilateral efforts to ensure greater
worldwide protection for whales”. In light of Secretary Locke’s finding that Iceland’s whaling
activities are threatening endangered fin whales, and are undermining the International Whaling
Commission’s commercial whaling moratorium, we urge you to take measures, which are at
your disposal under the Pelly Amendment to the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967, against
Iceland’s whaling interests. Under this Amendment, you are required to report to Congress on
any actions you will take within 60 days of certification.

Since 1982, the IWC has set commercial whaling catch limits at zero due to whale stock
depletion. The United States, along with a majority of IWC member nations, have attempted to
persuade Iceland to honor the commercial whaling moratorium since 2002, when Iceland
rejoined the IWC after a 10-year absence. However, Iceland began a lethal “scientific research”
whaling program in 2003, and resumed commercial whaling in 2006. In response, the United
States made a Pelly Amendment certification in 2004, and in 2006, joined 24 other countries in
making a formal diplomatic protest against these actions.

Unfortunately, Iceland’s commercial harvest of fin whales has escalated dramatically
over the past few years. In 2009 and 2010, Iceland harvested 273 fin whales, a significant
increase from the seven whales harvested between 1987 and 2007. Iceland has increased its fin
whale quota to 150 animals annually, which greatly exceeds the catch limit that the IWC’s
scientific body advised would be sustainable if the IWC moratorium were not in place.

Furthermore, Iceland recently resumed exporting whale products. In the last two years
alone, Iceland has exported over 1,200 tons of whale meat, blubber, and oil worth more than $17
million to Japan, as well as additional shipments to Belarus, the Faroe Islands, Latvia and
Norway. Commercial whaling and international trade in fin whale products clearly undermine

the intent of the International Convention on the Regulation of Whaling, the founding treaty of
the IWC.
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The Pelly Amendment certification gives the United States a unique opportunity to
strengthen international whale conservation. Employing the full breadth of tools available under
the Pelly Amendment, including economic sanctions against Iceland’s whaling interests, will
send a clear signal of the negative consequences of commercial whaling. We hope that these
targeted tools will help the United States and the IWC work with the Government of Iceland to
cease permitting commercial whaling, consistent with the moratorium. On behalf of the
American public who overwhelmingly oppose the commercial exploitation of these magnificent
and vital components of our marine ecosystems, we thank you.

Sincerely,
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Edward J. Markey o George Miller

Ranking Member
Committee on Natural Resources
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