
Mr Sablan: H.R. 670, Submerged Lands Conveyance to the Mariana Islands May 12, 2011 
 
 

  1 

Thank you, Chairman Young. I look forward to hearing about the various bills 

before us today. 

I want to also welcome my colleague and friend, the distinguished gentleman 

representing North Carolina’s 8th Congressional District, Congressman Kissell, to testify 

on his bill, H.R. 1160, the McKinney Lake National Fish Hatchery Conveyance Act. 

Today, we will also hear testimony on two bills introduced by Chairman Young. 

H.R. 295 amends the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act of 1998 to include 

funding for data collection and analysis in the Arctic Ocean. H.R. 991 amends the Marine 

Mammal Protection Act to allow individuals who hunted polar bears in Canada prior to 

the listing of those bears under the Endangered Species Act, to import these trophies to 

the United States. My understanding is that the Fish and Wildlife Service began an 

outreach campaign to alert hunters that a prohibition would be placed on polar bear 

trophy imports if a listing occurred. Approximately 40 hunters, however, were unable to 

import their trophies. At issue today, is whether that importation should now be allowed. 

I also look forward to hearing about H.R. 1670, which was introduced by the 

distinguished former Chairman of this Subcommittee, Congresswoman Bordallo. This 

bill amends the Sikes Act to include State-owned National Guard installations under the 

Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan requirements to conserve and rehabilitate 

natural resources on these installations.  Yesterday, the Armed Services Committee, who 

shares jurisdiction of the Sikes Act, reported this bill favorably, as part of the National 
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Defense Authorization Act.  I appreciate Congresswoman Bordallo’s thoughtfulness and 

efforts for her amendment that ensures that the Department of Defense will still be 

required to prepare Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans for any military 

installation in the Northern Mariana Islands and American Samoa. 

I very much appreciate Chairman Fleming’s decision to include H.R. 670 on 

today’s agenda. 

H.R. 670 provides exactly the same rights to the three miles of submerged lands 

surrounding the Northern Mariana Islands as are provided by federal law to American 

Samoa, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

The same bill passed the House of Representatives in the 111th Congress —

 unanimously. But the other body failed to take final action. 

So, we have to restart the legislative process with today’s hearing and, I hope, 

speedy action on the House floor and passage by the Senate. 

H.R. 670 is crucial to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands and has 

received wide local support, including from the Governor and the Northern Marianas 

Legislature. 

The Northern Mariana Islands is the only U.S. jurisdiction that does not have 

ownership of the submerged lands three miles off its shores. In approving the Covenant 
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in 1976, which brought our people into union with the United States, it was widely 

assumed that there was no relinquishment of ownership of these lands. 

Thirty years later, however, in 2005 the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals came to 

the conclusion that the submerged lands were the property of the United States. 

The Court did recognize the integral connection between these marine resources 

and the people of the Northern Mariana Islands and suggested that Congress could return 

these lands to us. 

H.R. 670 does exactly that. 

I would also note that when President George W. Bush created the Marianas 

Trench Marine National Monument – in consultation with Northern Marianas officials – 

his Proclamation foresaw this conveyance of three miles of submerged lands, 

specifically, and in the Islands Unit of the Monument a coordination of management by 

the Northern Marianas and the federal governments. I personally support this co-

management concept and will continue to encourage the Commonwealth government in 

this direction. I believe this will help ensure that sufficient federal resources are available 

for management and that the promises made to the Marianas by the White House in 

establishing the Monument are not forgotten. 

But let me make this very clear.  After this bill is enacted into law, the people 
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and the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands will have the 

option of exercising full control over the submerged lands surrounding these three 

islands, or deciding to include those submerged lands within the Monument under co-

management with responsible Federal agencies. 

I want to thank all those Members who are cosponsors of this bill and ask all of 

my colleagues to support H.R. 670. 

I look forward to hearing from our witnesses today and learning more about 

these issues. 

 


